Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.071; wR factor = 0.176; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.3.
The title complex, [Ni(C 13 H 20 N 2 O 2 ) 2 ](NCS) 2 , consists of a centrosymmetric mononuclear four-coordinate nickel(II) complex cation and two thiocyanate anions. The Ni atom is located on an inversion center and is coordinated by two phenol O atoms and two imine N atoms from two equivalent Schiff base ligands, in a square-planar geometry. In the crystal structure, the amino H atoms are involved in N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds with the phenol and methoxy O atoms of the ligand, and in N-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds with the N atoms of the thiocyanate anions, which sit above and below the Ni atom.
Related literature
For background on the chemistry of Schiff base nickel(II) complexes, see: Marganian et al. (1995) 
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 13 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Marganian et al., 1995) . Some of them have been found to have pharmacological and antitumor properties (Harrop et al., 2003; Brückner et al., 2000; Ren et al., 2002) . The thiocyanate ligand displays a number of coordination modes and has become one of the most extensively studied building blocks in the synthesis of complexes (Bogdanović et al., 2005; Schottenfeld et al., 2007; Abul-Haj et al., 2000) , however, the thiocyanate group acting as a counterion in complexes has seldom been reported. We report herein the crystal structure of the title nickel(II) complex (I).
Complex (I) consists of a centrosymmetric mononuclear four-coordinated nickel(II) complex molecule and two thiocyanate anions (Fig. 1) . The Ni atom is located on an inversion center and coordinated, by two phenolic O atoms and two imine N atoms from two equivalent Schiff base ligands, in a square planar geometry. The thiocyanate anions act as counterions and are not coordinate to the nickel(II) atom (Fig. 1) . All the coordinate bond values are similar to those observed in other Schiff base nickel(II) complexes (Arıcı et al., 2005; Diao, 2007; Diao et al., 2007; Zhu et al., 2004; Van Hecke et al., 2007; de Castro et al., 2001 ).
In the crystal structure of (I) the amino H-atoms are involved in N-H···O hydrogen bonds with the phenolic and methoxy O atoms of the ligand, and in N-H···N hydrogen bonds with the N-atom of the thiocyanate anions, which sit above and below the nickel atom (Table 1) . supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of complex (I), with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level.
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